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REF : GAO REPORT ON THE F-16 (PSAD 78-36) 

SUMMARY: THE GAO REPORT ON THE F-16 AIRCRAFT (REFERENCE) WAS 
RELEASED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF DENMARK AS INSTRUCTED. INITIAL 
REACTIONS TO THE REPORT AND THE MANNER IN WHICH IT WAS RELEASED 
HAVE CAUSED SERIOUS CONCERN AMONG DANISH DEFENSE OFFICIALS. AS 
THE REPORT REACHES OTHER MINISTRY OFFICIALS AND THE PRESS HERE, 
WE CAN EXPECT POINTED QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE AIRCRAFT PRODUC- 
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TION PROGRAM AND ANOTHER SEVERE ROUND OF ANTI-F-16 PRESS 
PLAY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE GAO REPORT ON THE F-16 AIRCRAFT WAS RELEASED TO AD- 
MIRAL I. B. RODHOLM, DANISH F-16 STEERING COMMITTEE PRINCIPAL, 

AS INSTRUCTED. ADMIRAL RODHOLM'S INITIAL REACTION WAS ONE OF 
DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT THAT ORIGINAL COMMITMENTS MADE BY THE GAO; 
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TO PROVIDE THE GOVERNMENT OF DENMARK AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT REPORT PRIOR TO RELEASE, WERE NOT 
KEPT. UPON REVIEW OF THE REPORT. ADMIRAL RODHOLM EXPRESSED 
REAL CONCERN THAT PRESS REACTION TO PORTIONS OF THE REPORT, 

WHEN TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT, WOULD FULLY SUPPORT ANTI F-16 POSI- 
TIONS FREQUENTLY EXPRESSED IN DANISH MEDIA. 

2. DEFENSE OFFICIALS HERE ARE PREPARING A CABLE TO ASSISTANT 
SEC AF MARTIN. F-16 STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, EXPRESSING 
THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE APPARENT VIOLATION OF AGREEMENT 
FOR REVIEW OF THE GAO REPORT PRIOR TO RELEASE. THE CABLE WILL 
ALSO CONTEST MANY OF THE POINTS MADE IN THE GAO REPORT SUCH 
AS SURVIVABILITY, COST INCREASES. AND ENGINE PERFORMANCE, 

AND WILL OBJECT TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE FACTORS WERE EX- 
PRESSED IN THE REPORT. IN THE OPINION OF THE DANES, THE RE- 
PORT GROSSLY DISTORTS THE FACTS. 

3. IN ANTICIPATION OF CRITICAL PRESS HANDLING OF THE REPORT 
HERE WHEN IT SURFACES, DANISH DEFENSE OFFICIALS ARE PREPARING 
PREEMPTIVE PRESS CONFERENCE FOR MONDAY OR TUESDAY OF NEXT 
WEEK. WE WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE CLARIFICATION OF U.S. EX- 
ECUTIVE BRANCH POSITION ON THE REPORT AND APPROPRIATE PRESS 
GUIDANCE FOR THE USE BOTH BY THE EMBASSY AND DANISH DEFENSE 
OFFICIALS. 

DEAN 
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